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Claims 

1. A recording system, for installation in or on a 

vehicle, comprising a system controller, at least one 
5 optical recorder, at least one sensor and an ignition 

monitor, che ignition monitor providing means to send 
a signal to the system controller on detection of an 
ignition voltage, the system controller being 

connected to the at least one optical recorder to 

10 switch on operation thereof on receiving said ignition 
monitor signal, wherein the at least one sensor is 
provided to send a signal to the system controller on 
detection of a d~celeration or impact, the system 
controller providing means to switch off the at least 

15 one optical recorder after a fixed interval after 
receiving the sensor signal. 

2. A recording system as claimed in claim l further 
comprising a standby power supply and a timer switch 

20 connected to the at least one sensor, the standby 
power supply being connectable to the at least one 
optical recorder on operation of the timer switch. 

3. A recording syseem as claimed in claim l or claim 
25 2 wherein the at least one optical recorder is 

provided with an internal memory store. 

4. A recording system as claimed in claim l or claim 
2 wherein the at least one optical recorder is 

30 connected to a separate memory store. 
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5. A recording system as claimed in any preceding 
claim wherein the at lease one sensor is an 
accelerometer. ----------·----·-··---··-- --~·-
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6. A recording system as claimed in any one of 

claims 1 to 4 wherein the at least one sensor is an 

impact. detec::tor. 

7. A recording system as claimed in any preceding 

claim wherein the at least one op~ical recorder is a 

digital camera. 

8. A recording device as claimed in any of claims 1 

10 to 6 wherein the at least one optical recorder is a 

digital camcorder. 

9. A vehicle provided with a recording system as 

claimed in any preceding claim, said ignition monitor 

15 being connected to the vehicle ignition system. 
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lO. A vehicle as claimed in claim 9 wherein one of 
the at least one optical recorders is pointed in the 

direction of travel of the vehicle. 

ll. A vehicle as claimed in claim 9 or claim 10 

wherein one of the ae least one optical recorders is 

pointed in a direction opposing the direction of 
travel of the vehiole. 

12. A vehicle as claimed in any of claims 9 to 11 

wherein one of the at least one .optical recorders is 

pointed in a direction perpendicular to the direction 

of travel. 

13. A process for recording at least the events 
leading up to a vehicular accident comprising the 

steps of monitoring the ignition system of a vehicle, 

providing a signal on detection of a voltage in the 

35 ignition system to switch on operation of at least one 
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optical recorder, said at least one optical recorder 
being programmed to record pic~ures of at least a 
por~ion of the exterior surroundings of the vehicle at 
fixed intervals of time, providing a signal on 

5 detection of a deceleration or impact of the vehicle 
to thus switch off operation of the at least one 
optical recorder after a fixed interval. 

14. A process as claimed in claim 13 further 
10 involving storing pictures from the optical recorder 

cyclically in a memory score. 

15 

15. A process as claimed in claim 14 involving 
storing between 35 and 40 pictures in each cycle. 

la. A process as claimed in any of claims 13 to 15 

wherein pictures are recorded at a rate of one per 
second. 

20 17. A process as claimed in any of claims 13 to 16 in 
which the at least one optical recorder is switched 
off between 5 and 10 seconds after detection of a 
deceleration or impact of the vehicle. 

25 18. A process as claimed in any of claims 13 to 17 
involving outputting a signal on detection of a 
voltage of sufficient magnitude for longer than a pre
programmed threshold value in the ignition system. 

30 19. A process as claimed in claim l8 wherein the 
threshold value is becween 5 and 10 seconds. 

20. A process as claimed in claim 18 or claim 19 
wherein a voltage of sufficient magnitude is between 

-----·---··--·-·-----·-· 
35 10 and 15 volts. 
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21. A system substantially as hereinbefore described with reference to and as shown in the accompanying drawing. 

5 22. ~\ process substantially as herein.before described with reference to and as shown in the accompanying drawing. 
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